Bell Farm Junior School SEX AND RELATIONSHIPS EDUCATION POLICY
DEFINITION

For the purpose of this policy sex and relationship education is defined as that part of a school’s provision that is concerned with personal relationships and sexual health, accepting that this provision is rooted in the whole curriculum, the organisation and ethos of the school.  The Department for Education and Skills (DfES) defines sex and relationships education as ‘lifelong learning about physical, moral and emotional development.  It is about the understanding of the importance of marriage for family life, stable and loving relationships, respect, love and care, it is also about the teaching of sex, sexuality and sexual health…’

INTRODUCTION

The governors believe that any statement of sex and relationship education policy for the school can only be effective as part of a broader personal and social education policy.  It is also their firm belief that the implementation of such policy must be handled with a sensitivity which takes into account the needs of children at different stages of their emotional development, the growing diversity of family patterns and the multicultural nature of society.  The school will give parents an opportunity to view sex and relationship videos prior to use with the pupils.  Parents have the legal right to withdraw their child from sex and relationships education and appropriate provision will be made for children who are withdrawn.  Parents wishing to discuss any aspect of this document or considering the withdrawal of their child from sex and relationship education are welcome to talk with the Headteacher.

AIMS AND PURPOSE

Sex education has to have a wider purpose than the acquisition of knowledge.  Thus it should be concerned also with the development of attitude and values leading to behaviour based on responsible decision making.

The areas, which the Governors feel should be covered by such education at some stage within our school, are:

· Knowledge – Plant and animal reproduction; the structure and functions of the human body; physical changes (e.g. puberty); sexually transmitted diseases, contraception, homosexuality, health and care of the body.

· Attitudes – Society’s attitudes and values; developing a personal moral code; self confidence and self esteem; gender roles; respect for others.

· Behaviour – Personal feelings; the importance of caring and loving relationships; changing relationships; friendships; loss and separation.

CURRICULUM

The Governors feel that sex education is part of Personal, Social and Health Education (P.S.H.E.), which should be integrated across the whole curriculum to include safety, environment, personal relationships, sex education, family life, health related exercise, food and nutrition, personal hygiene and some psychological aspects.  The Governors are keen to see a phased and co-ordinated approach to these issues within Key Stage 2.

The following table illustrates how the ‘human content of our sex and relationship education curriculum is covered within our school
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